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Executive Summary

The American public expects that meat and poultry products in the
marketplace are as safe and wholesome as technically feasible, and
public opinion polls indicate that consumers generally have confidence
that this is so.  Indeed, meat and poultry products that pass through
the inspection system are, for the most part, wholesome. The whole-
someness of the nation's meat and poultry supply depends on each link
in a chain from the farm to the slaughterhouse to the table. This
report addresses primarily the ways in which the Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service (FSIS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) can
further strengthen its part of the chain not only to reduce the number
of occurrences of bacterial infections but also to reduce chemical con-
tamination and ensure the general safety and wholesomeness of meat and
poultry.

The responsibility for ensuring the safety of meat and poultry
products was conferred upon the USDA through a mandate in the Federal
Meat Inspection Act of 1906 and subsequent acts and amendments*  These
documents directed the USDA to inspect meat and poultry products that
enter commerce and are destined for human consumption.  The wide-
ranging obligations of the FSIS include the assurance of a sanitary
environment in slaughter and processing plants and the monitoring of
all relevant stages of animal slaughter as well as meat and poultry
processing procedures.  The overall goal of the inspection program has
been to ensure that meat, poultry, and their products are wholesome,
unadulterated, and properly labeled-'- and do not constitute a health
hazard to the consumer.  Toward this goal, FSIS personnel inspect meat
and poultry products animal-by-animal and process-by-process in slaugh-
terhouses and processing plants.

Slaughter inspectors rely almost completely on sight, smell, and
touch to discern abnormalities in animals and carcasses.  This procedure

legal definition of these terms can be found in the Federal Meat
Inspection Act (P.L. 59-242, as amended) and the Poultry Products
Inspection Act (P.L. 85-172, as amended).